
OCTOBER PROGRAM 

 

FORENSIC FLIGHT: ENTOMOLOGY AND 

CRIME SCENE FIRST RESPONDERS  

 

Dr. Joe Kieper 

 

Director of Science & Curator of Invertebrate Zoology  

Cleveland Museum of Natural History 

 

 Wednesday, October 14, 2009 - 7:00 P.M. 

Rare Book Room 

Cleveland Museum of Natural History  

 

 Itôs real life CSI - Cleveland! The Invertebrate Zool-

ogy Department of the Cleveland Museum of Natural His-

tory assists law enforcement agencies with investigations 

of human death under suspicious circumstances by using 

insect decomposers as a clock to judge time since death. 

To add to the scope of knowledge of "forensic entomol-

ogy,ò CMNH staff members have been conducting de-

composition experiments in northeast Ohio. In 2007, they 

conducted studies that could be of help in cases involving 

the poaching of protected animals and birds. Join us as 

Dr. Kieper takes us through an overview of basic forensic 

entomology, shares case studies of human death, and de-

scribes field experiments done in decomposition. Get a 

peek behind the science that fuels some of televisionôs 

most popular dramatic shows. 

 Dr. Kieper received his B.S. from Bloomfield College 

in 1991, his M.S. from Slippery Rock University in 1993 

and his PhD. from Kent State in 1998. He did postdoc-

toral research at the University of California, Riverside 

prior to becoming the Curator and Head of  Invertebrate 

Zoology at CMNH in 2000, where he serves as Co-Editor 

of Kirtlandia. Dr. Kieper has also served as the Editor in 

Chief of the Annals of the Entomological Society of 

America since 2004 and has been a consultant with the 

Cuyahoga County Coroner's office since 2001. Come 

share a first-hand look at the science of CSI. 

Following Septemberôs Green Earth Jamboree, here is the 

schedule of upcoming Nature Center Saturday Events: 

Saturday  
Backyard Naturalist Series  

Audubon Education Center  
382 Townline Road  
Aurora, Ohio 44202  

 
October 24, 2009 - 3 pm 
Dr. Sarah Mabey , Hiram College Environmental Studies Program 
άDŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Yƴƻǿ ¸ƻǳǊ .ŀŎƪȅŀǊŘ .ƛǊŘǎΥ LŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ {ƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ 
{ƻǳƴŘέ 

January 23, 2010 - 2 ς 4 pm 
bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ hǇŜƴ IƻǳǎŜ 
Stop in for dessert and coffee. 
(Call 440-840-6093 if the weather is threatening, to make sure the 
event has not been canceled) 

February 13,  2010 - 3pm 
ά!ƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ .ƭǳŜōƛǊŘǎέ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ !ǳǊƻǊŀ aŀȅƻǊ wƛŎƪ aŀǘǘƳǳƭƭŜǊΦ 

March 20, 2010 - 3 pm 
Kathy  Hanratty of Enviroscapes Landscape Design  
άbŀǘƛǾŜ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΥ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘ - ƻƴŜ ȅŀǊŘ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜΦέ 

April 10, 2010 - 3pm 
Black Swamp Bird Observatory Research Director Mark Shieldcastle 
ά{ǇǊƛƴƎ aƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƭƻƴƎ [ŀƪŜ 9ǊƛŜΩǎ aŀǊǎƘŜǎΦέ 

May 15 or May 16 (watch for final schedule date),  2010 - 1-5 PM 
άLƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ aƛƎǊŀǘƻǊȅ .ƛǊŘ 5ŀȅ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴέ ό¢ŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǎŎƘŜŘπ
uled) Live animals from Back to the Wild, Castalia, Ohio with Mona 
Rutger ANIMAL PLANET'S "HERO OF THE YEAR" WINNER FOR 2006!  

ALL PROGRAMS ARE FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. 

Summer Schedule is presently open for special activities for scout 
troops and home schooling groups.  

 

OCTOBER FIELD OUTING 

Led by Jim Tomko  

October 17, 2009 2:00 PM - Hach-Otis Sanctuary  

Autumn Color Spectacular!   
(Meet at the parking lot at the end of Skyline Dr. which runs east of 

River Rd. (Rt.174) just north of Chardon Rd. in Willoughby Hills)  

 

 See one of our areaôs most picturesque wildlife sanc-

tuaries at its fall color highpoint. It would be a challenge 

to find better fall color anywhere else. This sanctuary is 

amazing at any season, but the views offered over look-

ing the Chagrin River and the diversity of tree species 

can be almost indescribable! Join us to take in the over-

looks and woodland trails of this little gem.  
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Our Apology 
 A late change in the September program caused the 

delay in Septemberôs newsletter so that it arrived too late 

for some to attend. The omission of the date and time of 

the September outing was an editing error. We apologize 

for any inconvenience. Should a future newsletter be late 

or should crucial information be missing, please check our 

website, www.clevelandaudubon.org or call the editor. 



ASGC Website: 

www.clevelandaudubon.org 
 
Audubon phone: 216 556-5441 
 
Kirtland Bird Clubôs Rare Bird 

   Alert:   216 556-0700 

Green Earth Jamboree 

 Rain could not dampen the spirits of the participants 

on Saturday, September 26th as the ASGC held the first 

of our Saturday Backyard Naturalist Series. Participants 

were treated to hot dogs, donuts and cider while viewing 

a series of exhibits on ñgreenò projects and activities that 

anyone can do. There were multiple recycled craft pro-

jects for the 

kids, hayrides 

and culminated 

with a presenta-

tion from The 

Climate Project 

titled ñThe Sci-

ence behind 

Climate Change 

and Solutions.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Wry Smile: 

 

 Q. What does a snail on the back of a tortoise say? 

 

 A. Wheeeeeee! 
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A group 

embarking 

on a hay 

ride during 

ASGCôs 

Green Earth 

Jamboree in 

September.  


