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APRIL PROGRAM  
 

THE RARE AND THE BEAUTIFUL -  

DRAGONFLIES AND DAMSELFLIES  

OF NORTHEAST OHIO 

Larry Rosche & Judy Semroc  

 Wednesday, April 14, 2010 - 7:00 P.M. 
Rare Book Room  

Cleveland Museum of Natural History  
 

 Join Larry Rosche and Judy Semroc in learning about 

the dazzling dragonflies & damselflies in our region. 

Larry and Judy 

will describe 

identification 

features, illus-

trate tips on 

where to look 

f o r  t h e s e 

amazing f l i -

ers and discuss 

the rarities that 

m a k e  o u r 

Natural Areas 

so important to 

their continued 

survival. This presentation will amaze participants with 

the colors, patterns and natural history of some of our 

smallest winged predators! 

 Their latest book, The Dragonflies and Damselflies of 

Northeast Ohio, second edition, will be available for pur-

chase. All proceeds benefit the Natural Areas Division of 

the Cleveland Museum of Natural History. 

 

Larry Rosche and Judy Semroc are Field Researchers at 

the Center for Conservation & Biodiversity at the Cleve-

land Museum of Natural History. 

Please note that this is the final program at the Museum 

of Natural History until Fall of 2010. There remains one 

program to be presented at our annual meeting - June.4th 

at Holden Arboretum's Lantern Court in Kirtland. 

ANNUAL FUND REPORT  
  

 The entire Board of Trustees of your Audubon Society 

of Greater Cleveland wish to express their gratitude and 

appreciation to those who contributed to the Societyôs 

annual fund drive.  

 We are pleased to report that, despite the continued 

economic downturn, our members were again generous 

in their support, exceeding last yearôs contributions.  

 Donations from our membership provide the lionôs 

share of our annual budget, and your response will allow 

us to continue our programs and activities again this year. 

 The Annual Fund Drive continues until our annual 

meeting on June 4th, so itôs not too late to participate. As 

the April 15th season may suggest, a donation would be a 

worthy use of a portion of your tax refund! 

APRIL FIELD OUTINGS  

Led by Jim Tomko  

FRIDAY, APRIL 9, 2010 - 7:30 PM (EVENING) 

WOODCOCK EXTRAVAGANZ A!  

(Meet at the Novak Sanctuary parking lot on the East side of 
Townline Road, about a mile North of Route 82 in Aurora. )  

 Donôt miss the extravagant antics by the male Wood-

cocks as they try to impress the ladies with their shuffling 

soft-shoe and their spectacular aerial display! These 

ñshorebirdsò do not live by the seashore. They return to 

our area early and get started on the quest for a mate al-

most as soon as they arrive. It is an amazing show and 

only lasts for a few weeks in the spring!  

FRIDAY, APRIL 23, 2010 - 8:00 PM (EVENING) 

NIGHT OUT WITH THE WOODLAND SYMPHONY  

(Meet at the Audubon Sanctuary parking lot on the South side 
of Pioneer Trail ¼ mile east of Page Road in Aurora.)  

 Join us as we listen to the resounding chorus of love 

songs from our backyard minstrels of the night! You will 

be surprised at the volume and tone of the Spring Peepers 

as they provide the melody while the American Toads 

play background and the Green Frogs add the twang of 

harmony. Occasionally we hear Northern Leopard Frogs 

adding their snores of ardor! The local Barred Owl family 

may add an occasional cheer from the balcony. Wear wa-

ter proof shoes as it is always muddy at this time of year. 
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Audubon Society of Greater 
Cleveland  

invites you to our  

Saturday  
Backyard Naturalist Series  

 

Audubon Education Center 

382 Townline Road 

Aurora, Ohio 44202  

April 10, 2010  at 3:00 PM 

Black Swamp Bird Observatory Research 

Director Mark Shieldcastle 

presents  

ñSpring Migration  

along Lake Erieôs Marshesò 

All Saturday Backyard Naturalist programs are free and 

open to the public.  

Visit www.clevelandaudubon.org or call Sandy at 440-

840-6093 for further information. 

 

Mark Your Calendars Now for our May event: 

 

International Migratory Bird Day Celebration  

Saturday, May 15 at the Audubon Education Center 

 

A.S.G.C. RECEIVES FUNDING GRANT 

 The Audubon Society of Greater Cleveland, in con-

junction with Blackbrook Audubon Society, have been 

awarded a $600.00 collaborative funding grant from Ohio 

Audubon. The grant proposal, which was titled ñWe Are 

Audubonò, will be divided between ASGC and Black-

brook and requires each Society to match the grant with 

its own resources. The ASGC will use the grant money to 

develop a traveling information display featuring photos 

and information about ASGC activities and events. 

 
 

March Backyard Naturalist Series features landscap-

ing with native plants 

 

 To welcome spring on March 20th, ASGC's Saturday 

Backyard Naturalist Series featured Kathy Hanratty of 

Enviroscapes Landscape Design. Ms. Hanratty started her 

business six years ago to promote landscaping with na-

tive plants. In her presentation, ñNative Plants: Protect 

the Earth, One Yard at a Time,ò she discussed how native 

plants are better for the environment as they are already 

conditioned to our climate and soils, and therefore they 

need less water and care. She was quick to point out, 

however, that even native plants need a certain amount of 

nurturing and maintenance. Native plants also attract na-

tive wildlife because they evolved together in the first 

place. Wild beebalm, for example, is an important nectar 

source for bees, butterflies, and hummingbirds. Unfortu-

nately, native plants also attract deer. Ms. Hanratty of-

fered some suggestions to minimize deer damage, but in 

the end, she admitted what we already know - deer will 

eat anything if they're hungry enough! 

 

Spring Birdwalks at Audubon Sanctuaries 

 

 A full schedule of the Spring Birdwalks appears as a 

tear-out page 3 of this newsletter. However, please note 

that there will be walks at two Audubon Sanctuaries in 

Aurora, the Blanche Novak Sanctuary on Townline Road 

and the Aurora Sanctuary on East Pioneer Trail.  

 Each Sunday from April 11th through May 16th at 

7:30 AM you will be able to experience the spring migra-

tion of birds as they return from their wintering grounds, 

some staying to nest and others continuing north to their 

nesting grounds. Novices are welcome. Indeed, they are 

encouraged. For info, call Jim Tomko at 330-562-5506. 

Kathy Hanratty discussing the value of native plants  
 (photo by John Lillich) 
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ANNOUNCING THE 77th ANNUAL SERIES OF BIRD  

WALKS, 2010 

APRIL 11, 18, 25; MAY 2, 9, 16 

 
Bird Walks begin at 7:30 A.M. each Sunday from April 11th through May 16th at the following locations: 

  LOCATIONS              MEETING PLACES  

 

Cleveland Metroparks Reservations 

 Huntington    ððððððððïðð Beach Parking Lot off Lake Rd., Bay Village 

 Rocky River   ððððððððïðð Rocky River Nature Center Parking Lot, 24000 Valley Pkwy,  

                 North Olmsted 

 Big Creek    ððððððððïðð Lake Isaac on Big Creek Pkwy., Middleburg Hts. 

 Brecksville    ððððððððïðð Parking Area at Station Rd. Bridge Trailhead; entrance just south  

                 of Rte. 82 on Riverview Rd. entry to park, Brecksville 

 Hinckley     ððððððððïðð Bridge on Medina Rte. 44 at S. end of Hinckley Lake, Hinckley 

 Bedford     ððððððððïðð Hemlock Creek Picnic Area, off Button Rd., Bedford 

 South Chagrin   ððððððððïðð Jackson Field Parking Lot on Chagrin River Rd. N. of Miles, 

                 Moreland Hills 

 North Chagrin   ððððððððïðð Sunset Pond at Sanctuary Marsh, Mayfield Village 

 Ohio & Erie Canal ðððððïððððð Visitor Center Parking Lot, Whittlesey Way off E. 49th St., S. of 

                 Grant Ave., Cuyahoga Hts. 

Audubon Society of Greater Cleveland 

 Aurora Sanctuary    ððððððïð-  Parking Lot E. of Page Rd. on E. Pioneer Tr., Aurora 

 Blanche Novak Sanctuary ððððððïð  Parking Lot .8 mi. N. of Rt. 82 on Town Line Rd., Aurora 

Holden Arboretum  

 Corning Visitor Center ðððððððð Main Parking Lot off Sperry Rd., Kirtland 

 Lantern Court     ðððððððð Lantern Ct. Parking Lot, Kirtland-Chardon Rd. Kirtland 

Shaker Lakes      ðððððððð Nature Center at Shaker Lakes, 2600 S. Park Blvd., Shaker Hts. 

Mentor Marsh     ðððððððð Parking Area on Headlands Rd. at E. end of Marsh, Mentor 

Lake Metroparks 

 Penitentiary Glen    ðððððððð Parking Lot on Kirtland-Chardon Rd., Kirtland 

Geauga Park District 

 Various Locations    ðððððððð Call 440 286-9516 

Gates Mills       ðððððððð Call Susan Curtis (440 338-4923) for information 

Portage County 

 James H. Barrow Field Station  -ððððð Wheeler Rd., Hiram. Call Eric Faber (330 527-3076) 

The Bird Walks are sponsored by the Audubon Society of Greater Cleveland (216 556-5441), the Cleveland Museum of Natural History 

(216 231-4600), the Cleveland Metroparks (440 734-6660), the Lake County Metroparks (440 256-1404), the Geauga Park District (440 

286-9516) and The Nature Center at Shaker Lakes (216 321-5935). For further information, call one of the sponsor organizations. The 

walks are led by expert volunteers and are free to all for the enjoyment of our out of doors. 

                        Ken Gober, Coordinator 

                        216-469-8708 
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AUDUBON SOCIETY OF GREATER CLEVELAND S 70  
 
President    Penny Orr   440 285-2721 

Vice President   Nancy Adams  440 461-5040 

Treasurer    Steve Zabor   330 569-7063 
Secretary    Diann Rucki   440 543-9813 

Education Chair   Sandy Buckles  440 834-8008 

Field Trips Chair   Jim Tomko   330 562-5506 

IBA Chair    Mary Salomon  440 446-1780 

Newsletter Chair   Jonathan Hull  440 461-8880 

Program Chair   Harvey Webster  216 231-4600 
Sanctuary Chair   John Lillich   440 946-0314 

Publicity Chair   Stacey Heffernan  440 463-8758 

ASGC Website: 

www.clevelandaudubon.org 
 
Audubon Phone: 216 556-5441 
 
Kirtland Bird Clubôs Rare Bird 

   Alert :  216 556-0700 

Audubon to be at Earth Day at the Zoo 

 

 Sunday, April 18th is Earth Day and the ASGC will 

join the festivities at The Cleveland Zoo. If you will be 

there that day, stop by our table and see our new traveling 

display! 

 

Of Interest to our readers: 

 State of the Birds, 2010 

 The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has issued the 

2010 State of the Birds Report which shows the growing 

effects of  climate change on birds and their habitat. You 

can read the report at www.stateofthebirds.org. 

 The Lyre Bird, Amusing Mimic  

 For an amusing look at what mimicry the Lyre Bird is 

capable of, take a listen at http://www.break.com/index/

lyrebird-imitating-construction-work.html. Then imagine 

this bird in New York City! (Thanks to Diann Rucki for 

spotting this!) 

A Wry Smile: 

  

The Difference between Heaven and Hell? 

In Heaven: 

 The cooks are French; 

 The bankers are Swiss; 

 The mechanics are German; 

 The lovers are Italian; 

 The policemen are English. 

In Hell: 

 The cooks are English; 

 The bankers are Italian; 

 The mechanics are French; 

 The lovers are Swiss; 

 The policemen are German. 
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